
“When should we worship together?” 
Dear friends, 
  
With the Governor’s concession to some church bodies over the weekend, the ELCA 
(of which we are a part) in Minnesota continues to recommend that we not gather in 
large groups yet, particularly now when our state is on the list of 10 states where the 
“reproduction number” for the virus is going up  (see Washington Post article in Star 
Tribune Sunday 5/24).  In alignment with our national Presiding Bishop of the ELCA 
and our Mpls Area Synod Bishop, we stand with the other ELCA congregations in our 
city in keeping our sanctuary closed for public worship at this time, when just last 
Saturday our state experienced the largest jump in one-day cases thus far.   
  
These are tough decisions and heart-breaking.  Your pastors would love to not be 
preaching into our phones!  Despite your affirmations of our online worship and the 
various ways we connect, trust us, there is nothing we’d love more than to sing with 
you, pray with you, drink coffee with you and give you hugs!  And we know you long 
for these same things with your church family.   
 
We have checked into public outdoor spaces for some summer worship, but even 
those amphitheaters and outdoor city spaces remain closed for gathering at least 
through June. We will stay on top of this as things change and will consider how 
something might work in our parking lot with various sound options, or in our 
sanctuary with smaller group sizes as the summer progresses.  We will continue keep 
you abreast of our thinking. 
  
Meanwhile, although we know how essential our worship life together is, we also 
know how essential it is to care for our neighbor (and our large population of 
Westwood seniors and others who are more vulnerable) by respecting the best 
guidance of our health officials.  Dr. Michael Osterholm, of the U and former state 
epidemiologist, reminded a large group of Lutheran pastors that the biggest problem 
with this terrible virus is BREATHING.  It is spread mainly through microscopic droplets in 
the air, that even a cloth face mask cannot fully prevent.  The most important thing 
we can do while this virus is still spreading, is to physically distance and not gather in 
large groups. One of the 3 pieces of Westwood’s Vision Statement is to “Be an 
Advocate for a Healthy Community”.  We will do that by making prudent choices 
about gathering…decisions that we will update each month as this rapidly-changing 
situation unfolds.  
  
Can we reach out to you? We have set up phone calling to our homebound and 
isolated, checked in with as many healthcare workers and teachers as we have 
emails for, and are grateful for the ways you are connecting to each other.  But, if 
you have a need, or know a Westwood family member who does, please let the 
pastors or other staff know!  We are here for you and for our community. 
  



The church doors are not “open”, but in this season of Pentecost ahead, the Holy 
Spirit is blowing in and around us, for WE ARE the church!  The work of the church has 
not ceased. We remain strong in our faith…a faith that is active in love, for each 
other and for our neighbor.   
  
We love you and miss you.  Please feel free to email us or call the office and leave us 
a voice mail.  
 
+Pastors Tania & Jason (and Miriam, on leave with baby Elijah!)   


