
Welcome to worship on this 
Sunday!   
 
One of the challenges in 
living a life of faithful 
imagination is navigating 
between the promises of 
God & the actual 
experiences of our life, 
especially those of suffering, 
sorrow, anxiety, and isolation. 
In Epiphany this year, we'll 
spend our time wondering 
about this tension through 
the experience of mental 
health. 
 
In this season, we will walk 
through this journey by 
engaging the words of 
scripture from the Psalms, the 
book of Job, the prophet 
Isaiah, the letters of Paul, and 
the Gospel of Mark. Join us as 
we compare our real 
experiences of mental health 
challenges (and all the 
doubts and fear that can 
accompany them) to the 
experiences and laments we 
find in scripture. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Worship at Westwood 
January 17, 2021 – 2nd Sunday in Epiphany 
 
Westwood is an open, affirming and inclusive church, welcoming all who seek God. 
 

GATHERING MUSIC  
“For the Troubles and Suffering (Pelas dores deste mundo)” Rodolfo Gaede Neto 
 
For the troubles and the sufferings of the world, 
God, we call upon your mercy: 
the whole creation’s laboring in pain! 
Lend an ear to the rising cry for help 
from oppressed and hopeless people. 
Come!  hasten your salvation, healing love! 
 
We pray for peace, the blessed peace 
that comes from making justice, 
to cover and embrace us. 
Have mercy, Lord! 
We pray for power, the power that will 
sustain your people’s witness: 
until your Kingdom come, 
Kyrie eleison! 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
+The “Word of Confession” is one person, kneeling at the foot of the cross.  The “Word 
of Grace” is another person, standing at the baptismal font.  Everyone enters in at 
“All”.  
  
Word of Confession: O Lord, I cry to you and you do not answer me.   
Word of Grace:  Lo, I am with you always.    
Word of Confession:  But Lord, the darkness covers me and the light around me 
becomes night. At times, I doubt your presence.  
Word of Grace:  Nothing in all creation can separate you from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus.    
Word of Confession:  I come to you, Lord, broken, hurting and looking for healing for 
myself and for our world.    
Word of Grace:  I will wash you in the waters of baptism.  Your tears of sorrow will 
become holy water.   I will make rivers of healing flow through your land.    
All:  Where can we go from your spirit?  Where can we flee from your presence?  No 
matter where we are, you are there, with us.   It was you who formed our inward parts; 
you knit us together in our mother’s womb.  We praise you, for we are wonderfully 
made!  
Word of Grace:  I have called you by name and you are mine.  You are forgiven and 
freed to live a new life.  You are my beloved.  
All:  You, O Lord, are our rock and our salvation.  You have made yourself known to 
us in your coming to our world.  We praise you, for into our darkness a light has 
shined, and the darkness cannot overpower it.  Thanks be to God.  
  



OPENING HYMN  
"Healer of Our Every Ill” Hymn 612 
 
Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow,   
give us peace beyond our fear,   
and hope beyond our sorrow.  
 
You who know each thought and feeling, 
teach us all your way of healing; 
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. 
 
SONG OF PREPARATION 
“Abide With Me” 
 
Abide with me, Lord. Abide with me.  
 
SCRIPTURE READING  
Job 30 
Psalm 139 
 
Breath of God. Word of God.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Loving God, we come to you today as hurting people, in a hurting world.  Blanket us 
with your love.  Bring peace and comfort where it is needed.  And send your healing 
Spirit on this day, in all places, to all people.  We ask in the name of Jesus, our Light 
and our Life.  Amen. 
 
SERMON 
Pastor Tania Haber 
 
REFLECTION: A MOMENT FOR BREATH   
Anna Martinez   
  
EPIPHANY CREED  
I believe in God, the creator of the universe,  
who spoke, “Let there be light!” and there was light,  
setting in motion all of creation and blessing it to this day.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, the light of the world  
That shines in the darkness. The darkness cannot overcome it.  
He embodied humanity in the image of God.  
In kindness, truthfulness, humility and devotion,  
He suffered for the greater good.  
He was and is the Son of God.  
He died on the cross for us,  
God’s saving grace!  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
The guiding light of God in our world.  
Through his spirit, God penetrates and reveals  
The darkness of human sin, helps people grow and  
Become the people they are meant to be.  
  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
“There is a Longing” Annie Quigley  
  
There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to reveal yourself to us.   
There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God.   
For wisdom, for courage, for comfort: hear our prayer.   
In weakness, in fear; be near, hear our prayer, O God.   
 

To access Westwood’s 
calendar, please refer to the 
home page of our website: 
www.westwood.church or call 
952-545-5623. 
 
To contact pastoral or program 
staff via email, use the email 
prefix given below followed by 
@westwoodlutheran.org or to 
contact pastoral and program 
staff by telephone, call 952-
767- and dial the listed 
extension. 
 
Pastor Tania Haber: 
t.haber | 5565 
 

Pastor Jason Van Hunnik: 
j.vanhunnik | 5575 
 

Sara Moran,  
Dir. Congregation Care: 
s.moran | 5568 
 

G. Phillip Shoultz, Cantor for 
Music, Worship, and the Arts: 
p.shoultz | 5574 
 

Elsa Lee, Worship Team: 
e.lee | 5573 
 

Jen Mohr, CYF: 
j.mohr | 5566 
 

Dannica Olsen, CYF: 
d.olsen | 5577 
 

Cindy Folin, Administration: 
c.folin | 5569 
 

Laura Nemcek, Finance: 
L.nemcek | 5562 
 

Marnie Fujii, Administration: 
m.fujii | 5561 
 

Dan Ronning,  
Building Superintendent:  
d.ronning | 5581 
 

Shelby Yohnke, 
Communications 
s.yohnke  |  5578 
 

Kellee Nelson, Director, WECC: 
k.nelson | 5571 
 

Ann Kisch, Food Specialist 
Kitchen Coordinator:  
a.kisch | 5567 
 

Library | 5581 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING  
“By Breath” Sara Thomsen 
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by Spirit, we are all one.  
   
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us, 
ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 
the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 LORD’S PRAYER 
 DISTRIBUTION 

MUSIC AT DISTRIBUTION 
 “Child of God” Mark Miller 
 

No matter what people say, 
Say or think about me, 
I am a child, I am a child of God. 
 
No matter what people say, 
Say or think about you, 
You are a child, you are a child of God, 
 
No matter what the world says, 
Says or thinks about me, 
I am a child, I am a child of God. 
 
No matter what the Church says, 
Decisions, pronouncements on you, 
You are a child, you are a child of God. 
 
And there is no thing and no one 
who can separate, they can’t separate 
you from the truth that you’re someone. 
You are family. 
You are meant to be a child, a child of God. 
You are a child, a child of God. 

 
BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN  
“Abide with Me” Hymn 629, arranged by GPS and Elsa 
 
PRAYER OF GOOD COURAGE 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out 
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL  
Breathe deeply. You are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God! 
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